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Class 10                           English                                 Chapter 3 

Two Stories about Flying Summary in English 

The story of His First Flight is based on a young seagull who is afraid to fly 
because of distrust on its wings. All his younger siblings can fly fearlessly 
despite their shorter wings. On the other hand, the young bird cannot gather 
the courage to trust his wings. He always becomes afraid when coming 
forward to the brink of the ledge and attempting to fly. His mother and father 
come around calling him and threatening him starve on the ledge unless he 
flies. Despite all the upbraiding and calling to him shrilly, he could not move. 
All-day long he watches his parents fly with his siblings and teaching them how 
to skim the waves. 

One day the whole family flies to a big plateau and on the opposite cliff, the 
seagull is sitting hungry. He begs his mother to bring him some food. His 
mother picks a piece of fish and flies across to him. Maddened by hunger, he 
jumped at the fish with a loud shout. He falls outward and downward into 
space and he can feel his wings cutting through the air. The next moment he is 
flying fearlessly and his siblings soaring and diving with him. 

The narrator of the story, Black Aeroplane is a pilot who elaborates on his 
misjudgment and how it creates problems. In the lesson, the pilot is flying from 
Paris to London and dreams about the holiday with his family. He is flying over 
a city and thinks about the tasty breakfast after landing. After crossing Paris 
he gets a look of the dark clouds, signifying the upcoming storm. For the sake 
of safety, he should turn back to Paris but he decided otherwise. To fulfil his 
dream of a holiday, he risks the life of passengers and heads the plane into the 
storm. 
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Everything gets dark and all the instruments stop working. He lost control of 
the plane and the hope of their survival becomes bleak. The very less amount 
of fuel is left and the pilot starts panicking in the situation. Suddenly he sees 
another plane flying next to him through the storm. The pilot turns his plane to 
the north in order to follow the strange Aeroplane. The pilot starts frightening 
again as the fuel is getting low. The anonymous pilot guides them out of the 
storm and disappears. After landing, the pilot asks about the other plane but is 
left in shock to know that there was no other plane in the sky, except his. 

Conclusion of Two Stories about Flying 

The first part of the story teaches us that the inner strength of the person is 
always helpful in overcoming difficult situations, while the second part teaches 
us that we should not risk the lives of others to fulfil our dreams. 

FOCUS ACADEMY 

Animals Summary in English 

God shaped man and animals for dwelling on earth. He, God gave man to a 
high position than to that of animals. Walt Whitman, the great American poet, 
believes animals are better than men. The poet appreciated some qualities in 
animals which man don’t have. He expressed his observation about animals 
and man through his poem “Animals”. 

Walt Whitman is very fond of the company of animals. The poet desires to live 
among the animals because according to him animals are calm and self-
sufficient. They do not whine and weep about their conditions. They are always 
satisfied and do their duty towards God. Animals always express their love and 
respect for human beings. Animals spend a life of satisfaction and peace. They 
do not possess an obsession with possessing things. They do not show 
respect for others. Also, they even do not respect their thousand old 
descendants. Sorrow and happiness are equal to them. 

Whereas humans are crazy about material things. Humans lie awake at night. 
They cry for the wrong that they have done. At last, they lose their temper over 
trifles. Animals are quite happy. They don’t idle away their time for discussing 
their duties to God like human beings. He observes that humans don’t have 
those qualities which animals possess such as signs of love, quietness, 
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kindness, selflessness, honesty, patience, sympathy, etc. These qualities are 
absolutely essential for a glossy life. 

The poet has a deep aspiration to learn from the animals since they express 
their deep concern with them. They do not possess any kind of falsehood. The 
poet is much amazed at their quality. He desires to earn them though he had 
left them carelessly. He feels that the life of a man is full of stress, depression, 
anxiety, unhappy. So, he desires to turn away from living with other humans. 
He wants to live in the company of animals for good because he thinks that he 
will get real happiness among animals. After all, he desires to make a 
relationship with animals. Thus this was the summary of the poem “Animals” 
written by Walt Whitman. 

FOCUS ACADEMY 

Conclusion of Animals 

In the poem ‘Animals’, the poet Walt Whitman admires the animals for being 
better than human beings. He praises them also for possessing all such 
qualities that humans lack or have forgotten. 

Question 1. 
Why was the young seagull afraid to fly? Do you think all young birds are 
afraid to make their first flight, or are some birds more timid than others? Do 
you think a human baby also finds it a challenge to take its first step? 
Answer: 
The young seagull was afraid to fly because it was his first flight and he 
feared of falling and hurting himself. He thought that his wings would not 
support him while flying. Yes, it is natural that doing something for the first 
time is a bit challenging and fearful. All birds must be afraid to make their 
first flight. 
Similarly, a human baby is also afraid of taking the first step and find it 
challenging when he learns to crawl or stand up without support.’ 

Question 2. 
“The sight of the food maddened him.” What does this suggest? What 
compelled the young seagull to finally fly? 
Answer: 
The young seagull was very hungry. It was this hunger that ultimately 
compelled it to fly. Its hunger intensified when it saw its mother tearing at a 
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piece of fish that lay at her feet. It cried to her, begging her to get some food. 
When its mother came towards it with food in her beak, it screamed with joy 
and anticipation. However, she stopped midway. It wondered why she did 
not come nearer. Not being able to resist or controfits hunger any longer, it 
dived at the food in its mother’s beak. At that moment, his hunger 
overpowered his fear of the great expanse of sea beneath the cliff. Finally, 
this plunge was followed by the natural reaction of its body, i.e. to fly. 

FOCUS ACADEMY 

Question 3. 
They were beckoning to him, calling shrilly.” Why did the seagull’s father and 
mother threaten him and cajole him to fly? 
Answer: 
Seagull’s parents had tried everything but he was reluctant to fly due to fear 
of falling down. He looked at his brothers and sister but wouldn’t make any 
efforts. Thats why the whole family had left him alone and threatened and 
cojoled him to come but every effort went in vain. 

Question 4. 
Have you ever had a similar experience, where your parents encouraged you 
to do something that you were too scared to try? Discuss this in pairs or 
groups. 
Answer: 
(Suggested Answer) Yes, I had a similar experience while leaning to ride a 
bicycle in class VI. In my initial attempts, I fell down everytime and developed 
a fear of cycling which was difficult to overcome. 
No amount of provoking and cajoling could let me try it again, but my father 
encouraged me to overcome the fear and helped me as he was adamant on 
my learning cycling. He took me on a mound near village and made me sit 
and asked me to put my hands on the handle and feet on the paddle. It sped 
down and I enjoyed it without fear which developed my confidence. 
Thus, I overcame my fear of cycling and started riding a cycle after a few 
practice 

Question 5. 
In the case of a bird flying, it seems a natural act, and a foregone conclusion 
that it should succeed. In the examples you have given in Answer to the 
previous question, was your success guaranteed, or was it important for you 
to try, regardless of a possibility of failure? 
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Answer: 
We face some problems in the initial stage while learning new skill. Due to 
the fear of failure, we hesitate to perform a task or to do something new. In 
case of the seagull his parents cajoled him to fly. In the example I have given 
in the answer of previous question, I was cajoled by my father to learn 
cycling. So, at that stage, I was to learn cycling as it was very important for 
me to overcome my fear. 
Yes, my success was guaranteed because if someone is determined to do 
something then success is assured. Moreover as said, practice, makes a 
man perfect. 

FOCUS ACADEMY 

Question 1. 
“I’ll take the risk”. What is the risk? Why does the narrator take it? 
Answer: 
A huge storm was brewing up and the author was 
keen to reach his home to spend his holiday with his family. So, he decided to 
fly through the storm as he did not want to miss the chance to meet his family 
at breakfast. Thus he took the risk even when the visibility was almost zero in 
the storm. 

Question 2. 
Describe the narrator’s experience as he flew the aeroplane into the storm. 
Answer: 
As the pilot (author) entered the storm, his plane started jumping and 
twisting. He could not see anything outside the plane as it was black. When 
he looked at compass and other instruments they had stopped to function 
due to storm. It was a terrible and fearsome experience for him. The fuel tank 
was almost empty and he could not fly more than ten minutes. Then he saw 
another black aeroplane by his side and the pilot of the plane signalled him to 
follow. It was a surprise for the narrator as the other black plane was having 
no light. He followed him without any choice and landed safely on the 
runway. 

Question 3. 
Why does the narrator say, “I landed and was not sorry to walk away from the 
old Dakota…”? 
Answer: 
Seagull’s parents had tried everything but he was reluctant to fly due to fear 
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of falling down. He looked at his brothers and sister but wouldn’t make any 
efforts. Thats why the whole family had left him alone and threatened and 
cojoled him to come but every effort went in vain. 

Question 4. 
What made the woman in the Control Centre look at the narrator strangely? 
Answer: 
The woman in the Control Centre looked at the 
narrator strangely because the narrator asked him about the black 
aeroplane and she saw no one except the narrator’s in the sky during the 
storm. Even the radar showed only the narrator’s plane that night in the sky. 

FOCUS ACADEMY 

Question 5. 
Who do you think helped the narrator to reach safely? Discuss this among 
yourselves and give reasons for your answer. 
Answer: 
It is very difficult to say about the unknown pilot who helped the narrator. But 
probably it was the narrator himself that helped him to overcome the fear in 
the storm as no other plane was seen in the radar except the narrator’s 
Dakota plane. In that fearsome situation, he might have been hallucinating. 
He himself was a good pilot and brave enough who helped himself land 
safely. 
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